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First Day

The creation of Man and his fall
through sin

In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.

God created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and female
he created them. God blessed them and said to
them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill
the earth and subdue it

The Lord God took the man and put him in
the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of
it. And the Lord God commanded the man,
“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;
but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of
it you will surely die.’

Now the serpent was more crafty than any
of the wild animals the Lord God had made.
(That ancient serpent called the devil or Satan,
who leads the whole world astray.) He said to
the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must
not eat from any tree in the garden”?’
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The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat
fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did
say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that
is in the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die.” > ‘You will not surely
die, the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil’

When the woman saw that the fruit of the
tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye,
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took
some and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came
to all men, because all sinned.

Prayer

Have mercy on me, O God, and cleanse me
from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and
my sin is always before me.

Genesis 1:1, 27-28. Genesis 2 : 15-17. Genesis 3:1-6.
Revelation 12:9. Romans 5:12. Psalm 51:1-3.



Second Day

A Saviour promised

Isaiah prophesied: The virgin will be with child
and will give birth to a son, and will call him
Immanuel—which means,‘God with us’.

A shoot will come up from the stump of
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the
Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light ... For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and peace there will be no end. He will reign
on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and for ever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish
this.

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.



See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power.
He tends his flock like a shepherd: he gathers
the lambs in his arms and carries them close
to his heart; he gently leads those that have
young.

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried
our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by
God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we
are healed...It was the Lord’s will to crush
him and cause him to suffer, and though the
Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see
his offspring and prolong his days, and the will
of the Lord will prosper in his hand.

Praise
Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come and has redeemed his
people.

Isaiah 7:14. Matthew 1:23. Isaiah 11:1-2. Isaiah
9:2, 6-7. Isaiah 40:1, 10-11. Isaiah 53:4-5, 10.
Luke 1:68.



Third Day
The birth of the Saviour of the world

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town
in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to
a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went
to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly
favoured! The Lord is with you’ Mary was
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what
kind of greeting this might be.

But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid,
Mary, you have found favour with God. You
will be with child and give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never
end’

‘How will this be’ Mary asked the angel,
since I am a virgin?® The angel answered, ‘The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son of
God’
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91 am the Lord’s servant, Mary answered.
‘May it be to me as you have said’” Then the
angel left her.

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world ... And everyone went to his own town
to register. So Joseph also went up...to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he
belonged to the house and line of David. He
went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting
a child.

While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in strips of
cloth and placed him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn.

Meditation

Christ Jesus...as to his human nature was a
descendant of David ... through the Spirit of
holiness was declared with power to be the Son
of God.

Luke 1:26-35, 38. Luke 2:1, 3-7. Romans 1:3-4.



Fourth Day

Poor and rich come to worship the
Saviour

There were shepherds living out in the fields
near by, keeping watch over their flocks at night.
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified.

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.
I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. Today in the town of David
a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying
in a manger.’

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly
host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to men
on whom his favour rests.’

When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
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happened, which the Lord has told us about’
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw
his star in the east and have come to worship him.

The star they had seen in the east went ahead
of them until it stopped over the place where the
child was. When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshipped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with gifts of
gold and of incense and of myrrh.

Meditation
The Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour
of the world.

Luke 2:8-16, 20. Matthew 2:1-2,9-11. 1 John 4:14.



Fifth Day
The message of John the Baptist

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius
Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the desert. He went into all the
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As is
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet: ‘A voice of one calling in the desert,
“Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for him. And all mankind will see God’s
salvation.””’

The people were waiting expectantly and were
all wondering in their hearts if John might
possibly be the Christ. John answered them all,
‘I baptise you with water. But one more powerful
than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I
am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
And with many other words John exhorted the
people and preached the good news to them.
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The baptism of the Lord Jesus

When all the people were being baptised,
Jesus was baptised too. And as he was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended
on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I
love; with you I am well pleased.

The temptation of the Lord Jesus

At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert,
and he was in the desert for forty days, being
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals,
and angels attended him.

Meditation
Jesus the Son of God...has been tempted in
every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.

Luke 3:1-4, 6, 15-18, 21-22. Mark 1:12-13.
Hebrews 4:14-15.
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Sixth Day
The Lord Jesus at a wedding

A wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’
mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples
had also been invited to the wedding. When the
wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They
have no more wine.’ ‘Dear woman, why do you
involve me?’ Jesus replied, ‘My time has not
yet come.

His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever
he tells you.’ Nearby stood six stone water jars,
the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing,
each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with
water’; so they filled them to the brim. Then he
told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to
the master of the banquet.” They did so.

The master of the banquet tasted the water
that had been turned into wine. He did not realise
where it had come from, though the servants
who had drawn the water knew. Then he called
the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings
out the choice wine first and then the cheaper
wine after the guests have had too much to drink;
but you have saved the best till now’
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This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus
performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed
his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.

One of those days Jesus went out into the hills
to pray, and spent the night praying to God.
When morning came, he called his disciples to
him and chose twelve of them, whom he also
designated apostles. He went down with them
and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his
disciples was there and a great number of people
from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from
the sea-coast of Tyre and Sidon, who had come
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases.

The Apostle John wrote: The Word became
flesh and lived for a while among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.

Prayer
Show me your glory.

John 2:1-11. Luke 6:12-13, 17-18. John 1:14.
Exodus 33:18.
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Seventh Day

Spiritual birth through faith in the
Lord Jesus

There was a man of the Pharisees named
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling
council. He came to Jesus at night and said,
‘Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come
from God. For no-one could perform the
miraculous signs you are doing if God were not
with him.

In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth,
unless a man is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God’

‘How can a man be born when he is old?’
Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother’s womb to be born!
Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, unless a
man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. Flesh gives birth to
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You
should not be surprised at my saying, “You must
be born again” The wind blows wherever it
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So it
is with everyone born of the Spirit.’
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‘How can this be? Nicodemus asked. ‘You
are Israel’s teacher, said Jesus, ‘and do you not
understand these things? I tell you the truth,
we speak of what we know, and we testify to
what we have seen, but still you people do not
accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then
will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?

TJust as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert,
so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal
life. For God so loved the wo:id that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world
through him.

Prayer
Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God.

Create in me a pure heart, O God.

John 3:1-12, 14-17. John 11:27. Psalm 51:10.

1



Eighth Day
The way to blessing

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came
to him, and he began to teach them, saying:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth,

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will
see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
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Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

You are the light of the world. A city on a
hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone
in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before men, that they may see your good
deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven.

The Apostle Paul said: We must help the
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.

Prayer
Praise be to you, O Lord; teach me your decrees.

Matthew 5:1-12, 14-16, 43-45. Acts 20:35.
Psalm 119:12.
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Ninth Day

Freedom from want

The Lord Jesus said: Give, and it will be given

to you.

Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you
-will have no reward from your Father in heaven.

When you pray, do not keep on babbling like
pagans, for they think they will be heard because
of their many words. Do not be like them, for
your Father knows what you need before you
ask him. This is how you should pray:
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven

our debtors.

And lead us not into
temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.



Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

No-one can serve two masters. Either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and Money.

Do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat? or
‘What shall we drink? or ‘What shall we wear?
For the pagans run after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.

Praise
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing,

Luke 6:38. Matthew 6:1, 7-13, 19-21, 24, 31-33.
Psalm 23:1



Tenth Day
Freedom from fear

- The Lord Jesus said: Whoever has my commands
and obeys them, he is the one who loves me ...
and I will love him and show myself to him.

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the
one who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
" Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground apart
from the will of your Father. And even the very
hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t
be afraid; you are worth more than many
Sparrows.

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father
has been pleased to give you the kingdom.

If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free. I tell you the truth,
everyone who sins is a slave to sin. So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.

After the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven he
said: Do not be afraid. I am the First and the
Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and
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behold, I am alive for ever and ever! And I
hold the keys of death and Hades.

The Apostle John wrote: God is love. This
is how God showed his love among us: He sent
his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him. This is love: not that we
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. God is love. Whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God in him. There is no
fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The man
who fears is not made perfect in love.

Praise
The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
What can man do to me?

Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you
are with me.

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his
name together. I sought the Lord, and he
answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.
John 14:21. Matthew 10:28-31. Luke 12:32.

John 8:31-32, 34, 36. Revelation 1:17-18.
1 John 4:8-11, 16, 18. Hebrews 13:6. Psalm 23:4.
Psalm 34:3-4.
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Eleventh Day

What makes a man unclean?

The Lord Jesus said: ‘Listen to me, everyone,
and understand this. Nothing outside a man can
make him “unclean” by going into him. Rather,
it is what comes out of a man that makes him

»

“unclean”.

His disciples asked him about this parable.
‘Are you so dull” he asked. ‘Don’t you see that
nothing that enters a man from the outside can
make him “unclean”? For it doesn’t go into his
heart but into his stomach, and then out of his
body.’ (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods
“clean”.)

He went on: ‘What comes out of a man is
what makes him “unclean”. For from within, out
of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance
and folly. All these evils come from inside and

»

make a man “unclean”.

Saying and doing
The Lord Jesus said: ‘Not everyone who says
to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
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heaven, but only he who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me
on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and in your name drive out demons
and perform many miracles?” Then I will tell
them plainly, “I never knew you. Away from me,
you evildoers!”

‘Therefore everyone who hears *hese words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not
fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
But everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell with
a great crash’

Prayer
May the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be pleasing in your sight, O Lord,
my Rock and my Redeemer.

Mark 7:14-15, 17-23. Matthew 7:21-27.
Psalm 19:14.



Twelﬁh Uay
 The hungry fed

Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of
Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great
crowd of people followed him because they saw
the miraculous signs he had performed on the
sick. Then Jesus went up on the hillside and sat
- down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover
Feast was near.

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd
coming towards him, he said to Philip, ‘Where
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He
asked this only to test him, for he already had
~ in mind what he was going to do. Philip answered
him, ‘Eight months’ wages would not buy enough
bread for each one to have a bite?” Another of his
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke
up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves
and two small fish, but how far will they go
among so many?’

Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.” There
was plenty of grass in that place, and the men
sat down, about five thousand of them. Jesus
then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed
to those who were seated as much as they wanted.
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He did the same with the fish. When they had
all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples,
‘Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing
be wasted” So they gathered them and filled
twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley
loaves left over by those who had eaten.

After the people saw the miraculous sign that
Jesus did, they began to say: ‘Surely this is the
Prophet who is to come into the world.

The Lord Jesus said: The bread of God is
he who comes down from heaven and gives life
to the world. I am the bread of life. He who
comes to me will never go hungry, and he who
believes in me will never be thirsty. I am the
living bread that came down from heaven. If a
man eats of this bread he will live for ever.
This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the
life of the world.

Prayer
Lord,...you have the words of eternal life.
We believe and know that you are the Holy One
of God.

John 6:1-14, 33, 35, 51, 68-69.



Thirteentn Doy
The glory of Christ revealed

Jesus took Peter, John and James with him and
went up onto a mountain to pray. As he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and
his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.

Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in
glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. They
spoke about his departure, which he was about
to bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem.

Peter and his companions were very sleepy,
but when they became fully awake, they saw his
glory and the two men standing with him. As
the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him,
‘Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and
one for Elijah. (He did not know what he was
saying.)

While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and
enveloped them, and they were afraid as they
entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud,
saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen;
listen to him.” When the voice had spoken, they
found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept
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this to themselves, and told no-one at that time
what they had seen.

When they came together in Galilee, he said
to them, ‘The Son of Man is going to be betrayed
into the hands of men. They will kill him, and
on the third day he will be raised to life’ And
the disciples were filled with grief.

Meditation

Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus: who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to
be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death
—even death on a cross!

Luke 9:28-36. Matthew 17:22-23. Philippians 2:5-8.
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Fourteenth Day
Who is my neighbour?

An expert in the law siood up to test Jesus.
‘Teacher, he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit
eternal life” ‘What is written in the Law?’ he
replied. ‘How do you read it? He answered:
««] ove the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind”; and, “Love your neighbour
as yourself.”’

“You have answered correctly, Jesus replied.
‘Do this and you will live’ But he wanted to
justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is
my neighbour?

In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into
the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him
half-dead.

‘A priest happened to be going down the same
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on
the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side.
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the man was; and when he saw him, he took
pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put
the man on his own donkey, brought him to an
inn and took care of him. The next day he took
out two silver coins and gave them to the inn-
keeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when I
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense
you may have.”

‘Which of these three do you think was a
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?” The expert in the law replied, ‘The
one who had mercy on him. Jesus told him,
‘Go and do likewise.

The Lord Jesus said: In everything, do to
others what you would have them do to you,
for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.

Meditation

He has shown you, O man, whar is good. And
what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with your God.

Luke 10:25-37. Matthew 7:12. Micah 6:8.



Fifteen ay

How God receives every sinner who
‘repents

The tax collectors and ‘sinners’ were all gathering
around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes
sinners, and eats with them.’

Then Jesus told them this parable: ‘There
was a man who had two sons. The younger one
said to his father, “Father, give me my share of
the estate.” So he divided his property between
them. Not long after that, the younger son got
together all he had, set off for a distant country
- and there squandered his wealth in wild living.

‘After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he began
to be in need. So he went and hired himself out
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his
fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but
no-one gave him anything.

“When he came to his senses, he said, “How
many of my father’s hired men have food to spare,
and here I am starving to death! I will set out
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and go back to my father and say to him: Father,
I have sinned against heaven and against you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
make me like one of your hired men.” So he got
up and went to his father.

‘But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around
him and kissed him. The son said to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick!
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring
the fatted calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and
is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they
began to celebrate.

T tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’

Meditation
You are kind and forgiving, O Lord, abounding
in love to all who call to you.

Luke 15:1-3, 11-24, 10. Psalm 86.5.



Sixteenth Day

Pride and humility

Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent
Pharisee. When he noticed how the guests picked
the places of honour at the table, he told them
this parable: ‘When someone invites you to a
wedding feast, do not take the place of honour,
for a person more distinguished than you may
have been invited. If so, the host who invited
both of you will come and say to you, “Give
this man your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will
have to take the least important place.

‘But when you are invited, take the lowest
place, so that when your host comes, he will say
to you, “Friend, move up to a better place.”
Then you will be honoured in the presence of all
your fellow guests. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.’

To some who were confident of their own
righteousness and looked down on everybody else,
Jesus told this parable: ‘Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a
tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed
about himself: “God, I thank you that I am
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not like all other men—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I
fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.”

‘But the tax collector stood at a distance. He
would not even look up to heaven, but beat
his breast and said, “God, have mercy on me,
a sinner.” I tell you that this man, rather than
the other, went home justified before God. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.’

The disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He
called a little child and had him stand among
them. And he said, ‘I tell you the truth, uniess
you change and become like little children, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. There-
fore, whoever humbles himself like this child
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

Meditation

Clothe yourselves with humility towards one
another, because God opposes the proud but
gives grace to the humble.

Luke 14:1, 7-11. Luke 18:9-14. Matthew 18:14.
1 Peter 5:5.



Seventeenth Day

The Lord Jesus raises Lazarus from
death

A man named Lazarus was sick. He was from
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. So the sisters sent word to Jesus, ‘Lord,
the one you love is sick’ Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard
that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was
two more days. Then he said to his disciples,
‘Let us go back to Judea’

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had
already been in the tomb for four days. ‘Lord,
Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.’ Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again” Martha answered,
9 know he will rise again in the resurrection
at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, 1 am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in
me will live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?’

“Yes, Lord, she told him, ‘I believe that you
are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come
into the world.
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‘Where have you laid him?’ Jesus asked. ‘Come
and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept.

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the
tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. ‘Take away the stone,” he said. So they
took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and
said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said
this for the benefit of the people standing here,
that they may believe that you sent me.’

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out” The dead man came
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of
linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said
to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let
him go’

Meditation

The Lord Jesus said: My Father’s will is that
everyone who looks to the Son and believes in
him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him
up at the last day.

John 11:1, 3,5-7, 17, 21, 23-27, 34-35, 38-39,
41-44. John 6: 40.
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Eighteenth Day

The hatred of evil men

After Jesus had raised Lazarus:

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary,
and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in
him. But some of them went to the Pharisees
and told them what Jesus had done.

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called
a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are we
accomplishing?’ they asked. ‘Here is this man
performing many miraculous signs. If we let him
go on like this, everyone will believe in him,
and then the Romans will come and take away
both our place and our nation.

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was
high priest that year, spoke up, ‘You know
nothing at all! You do not realise that it is better
for you that one man die for the people than
that the whole nation perish’ He did not say
this on his own, but as high priest that year he
prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish
nation, and not only for that nation but also
for the scattered children of God, to bring them
together and make them one.
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So from that day on they plotted to take
his life.

The love of the Lord Jesus

On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along
the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he
was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy
met him. They stood at a distance and called
out in a loud voice, Jesus, Master, have pity on
us? When he saw them, he said, ‘Go, show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they
were cleansed.

One of them, when he saw he was healed,
came back, praising God in a loud voice. He
threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—
and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, ‘Were not
all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was
no-one found to return and give praise to God
except this foreigner?” Then he said to him,
‘Rise and go; your faith has made you well’

Prayer
O God, cleanse me from my sin.

John 11:45-53. Luke 17:11-19. Psalm 51:2.
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Nineteenth Day

The reward of leaving all for Christ’'s
sake

A certain ruler asked Jesus, ‘Good teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus answered,
You know the commandments: Do not commit
adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not
give false testimony, honour your father and
mother.’ ‘All these I have kept since I was a boy,
he said.

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘You
still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.” When he heard
this, he became very sad, because he was a man
of great wealth.

Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is
for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed,
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God’

Those who heard this asked, ‘Who then can
be saved? Jesus replied, ‘What is impossible
with men is possible with God.
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Peter said to him, ‘We have left all we had
to follow youP ‘I tell you the truth; Jesus said
to them, ‘no-one who has left home or wife or
brothers or parents or children for the sake of
the kingdom of God will fail to receive many
times as much in this age and, in the age to
come, eternal life.’

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them,
‘We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything
that is written by the prophets about the Son of
Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over
to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him,
spit on him, flog him and kill him. On the third
day he will rise again’’

Meditation

The Apostle Paul wrote: I consider everything
a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I
have lost all things. I consider them rubbish,
that I may gain Christ.

Luke 18:18-33. Philippians 3:8.
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Twentieth Day

A blind man receives sight

As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was
sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard
the crowd going by, he asked what was happening.
They told him, Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’
He called out, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me? Those who led the way rebuked him
and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all
the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me?

Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be
brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked
him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’
‘Lord, I want to see, he replied. Jesus said to
him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has healed
you’ Immediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people
saw it, they also praised God.

A sinner receives salvation

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he
was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He
wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short
man he could not, because of the crowd. So he
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ran ahead and climbed a sycamore fig-tree to
see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up
and said to him, ‘“Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. I must stay at your house today’
So he came down at once and welcomed him
gladly. All the people saw this and began to
mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a
“sinner”.

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord,
‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four
times the amount.” Jesus said to him, ‘Today
salvation has come to this house, because this
man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save what was lost’

Meditation
The Lord Jesus Christ said: I tell you the truth,
my Father will give you whatever you ask in my
name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will
be complete.

Luke 18:35-43. Luke 19:1-10. John 16:23-24.



Twentyfirst Day
Jesus is coming again

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to him privately. ‘Tell us, they
said, ... what will be the sign of your coming
and of the end of the age?’

Jesus answered, “‘Watch out that no-one deceives
you. For many will come in my name, claiming,
“I am the Christ,” and will deceive many. You
will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see
to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must
happen, but the end is still to come.

‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be famines and
earthquakes in various places. You will be hated
by all nations because of me. And this gospel of
the kingdom will be preached in the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come.

‘At that time the kingdom of heaven will be
like ten virgins who took their lamps and went
out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones
took their lamps but did not take any oil with
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them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along
with their lamps.

‘The bridegroom was a long time in coming,
and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At
midnight the cry rang out: “Here’s the bride-
groom! Come out to meet him!” Then all the
virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The
foolish ones said to the wise, “Give us some of
your oil; our lamps are going out.” “No,” they
replied, “there may not be enough for both us
and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and
buy some for yourselves.”

‘But while they were on their way to buy the
oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who
were ready went in with him to the wedding
banquet. And the door was shut. Later the others
also came. “Sir! Sir!” they said, “Open the
door for us!” But he replied, “I tell you the
truth, I don’t know you.”

‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not
know the day or the hour’

His promise
I will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where I am.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Matthew 24:3-7, 9, 14. Matthew 25:1-13.
John 14:3. Revelation 22:20.
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Twenty-second Day
Mary the giver and Judas the thief

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at
Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in
Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was
among those reclining at the table with him.
Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet
and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who
was later to betray him, objected, ‘Why wasn’t
this perfume sold and the money given to the
poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” He did not
say this because he cared about the poor but
because he was a thief, as keeper of the money
bag, he used to help himself to what was put
into it. ‘Leave her alone, Jesus replied. ‘It was
meant that she should save this perfume for the
day of my burial. You will always have the poor
among you, but you will not always have me’

The next day the great crowd that had come
for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way
to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went
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out to meet him, shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is
the King of Israel” Jesus found a young donkey
and sat upon it, as it is written, ‘Do not be afraid,
O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt” At first his disciples
did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was
glorified did they realise that these things had
been written about him and that they had done
these things to him.

So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘See,
this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole
world has gone after him!

Then one of the Twelve—the one called
Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and
asked, ‘What are you willing to give me if I
hand him over to you? So they counted out for
him thirty silver coins. From then on Judas
watched for an opportunity to hand him over.

Meditation

The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
What good is it for a man to gain the whole
world, yet forfeit his soul?

John 12:1-8, 12-16, 19. Matthew 26:14-16.
1 Timothy 6:10. Mark 8:36.
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Twenty-third Day
‘Do this in remembrance of me’

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on
which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and make
preparations for us to eat the Passover.

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles
reclined at the table. And he said to them,
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer.

Having loved his own who were in the world,
he now showed them the full extent of his love.
The evening meal was being served, and the
devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son
of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the
Father had put all things under his power, and
that he had come from God and was returning
to God; so he got up from the meal, took off
his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel round
his waist. After that, he poured water into a
basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet,
drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around him.

When he had finished washing their feet, he
put on his clothes and returned to his place. ‘Do
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you understand what I have done for you?’ he
asked them. ‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord”,
and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that
I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one anothers feet.
I have set you an example that you should do
as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him.
Now that you know these things, you will be
blessed if you do them’

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it,
and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body
given for you; do this in remembrance of me’
In the same way, after the supper he took the
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, which is poured out for you.’

Meditation

Whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant. For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.

Luke 22:7-8, 14-15. John 13:1-5, 12-17.
Luke 22: 19-20. Mark 10:43, 45.
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Twenty-fourth Day
 Love, joy, and peace

The Lord Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let
your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also
in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if
it were not so, I would have told you. I am going
there to prepare a place for you. And if I go
- and prepare a place for you, I will come
back and take you to be with me that you also
may be where I am. You know the way to the
place where I am going’

Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know
where you are going, so how can we know the
- way?” Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the
truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father
except through me ... Anyone who has seen me
has seen the Father...Believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me.

‘All this I have spoken while still with you.
- But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace
I give you. I do not give to you as the world
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gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do
not be afraid.

‘If you obey my commands, you will remain
in my love, just as I have obeyed my Fathers
commands and remain in his love. I have told
you this so that my joy may be in you and that
your joy may be complete. My command is this:
Love each other as I have loved you. Greater
love has no-one than this, that one lay down his
life for his friends. You are my friends if you
do what I command.

‘A time is coming, and has come, when you
will be scattered, each to his own home. You
will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for
my Father is with me. I have told you these
things, so that in me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.’

Meditation

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control.

John 14:1-6,9, 11, 25-27. John 15:10-14.
John 16:32-33. Galatians 5:22-23.
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wenty- ay

The Lord Jesus enters into his
- sufferings

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives,
and his disciples followed him. On reaching the
place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you will not
fall into temptation.’

He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond
them, knelt down and prayed, ‘Father, if you
are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my
will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven
appeared to him and strengthened him. And
being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and
his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the

- ground.

When he rose from prayer and went back to
the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted
from sorrow. ‘Why are you sleeping?’ he asked
them. ‘Get up and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation.’

While he was still speaking a crowd came up,
and the man who was called Judas, one of the
Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus
to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, ‘Judas, are you
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betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’ ... Then

seizing him, they led him away and took him

into the house of the high priest. The men who

Kere guarding Jesus began mocking and beating
im.

At daybreak the council of the elders of the
people, both the chief priests and teachers of the
law, met together, and Jesus was led before them.
‘If you are the Christ, they said, ‘tell us. Jesus
answered, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe me,
and if I asked you, you would not answer. But
from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at
the right hand of the mighty God.’

They all asked, ‘Are you then the Son of God?’
He replied, ‘You are right in saying I am.’ Then
they said, ‘Why do we need any more testimony?
We have heard it from his own lips.’

Meditation

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of
sorrows, and familiar with suffering ... Surely
he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows
... and by his wounds we are healed.

Luke 22:39-48, 54, 63, 66-71. Isaiah 53:3-5.
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Twenty-sixth Day
The Lord Jesus sentenced to death

Then the whole assembly rose and led him off
to Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saymg,
‘We have found this man subverting our nation.
He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and
claims to be Christ, a king’ So Pilate asked
Jesus, ‘Are you the king of the Jews? Yes, it
is as you say,’ Jesus replied.

When Pilate learned that Jesus was under
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who
was also in Jerusalem at that time. He plied
him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no
answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the
law were standing there, vehemently accusing
him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and
mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe,
they sent him back to Pilate.

Pilate called together the chief priests, the
rulers and the people, and said to them, ‘You
brought me this man as one who was inciting the
people to rebellion. I have examined him in
your presence and have found no basis for your
charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he
sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done
nothing to deserve death. Therefore, I will
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punish him and then release him.’ With one voice
they cried out, ‘Away with this man! Release
Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had been thrown
into prison for an insurrection in the city, and
for murder.)

Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to
them again. But they kept shouting, ‘Crucify him!
Crucify him! For the third time he spoke to
them: ‘Why? What crime has this man com-
mitted? I have found in him no grounds for the
death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished
and then release him.” But with loud shouts they
insistently demanded that he be crucified, and
their shouts prevailed.

So Pilate decided to grant their demand. He
released the man who had been thrown into
prison for insurrection and murder, the one they
asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.

As they led him away ...a large number of
people followed him, including women who
mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and
said to them, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me.

Meditation
Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous
for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.

Luke 23:1-3, 7, 9-11, 13-28. 1 Peter 3:18.



Twenty-seventh Day
The death of the Lord Jesus

Two other men, both criminals, were also led
out with Jesus to be executed. When they came
to the place called The Skull, there they crucified
him, along with the criminals—one on his right,
the other on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are doing.’

And they divided up his clothes by casting
lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers
even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved others;
let him save himself if he is the Christ of God,
the Chosen One.’ The soldiers also came up and
mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and
said, If you are the king of the Jews, save
yourself’ There was a written notice above him,
which read: This is the king of the Jews.

One of the criminals who hung there hurled
insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save
yourself and us? But the other criminal rebuked
him. ‘Don’t you fear God, he said, ‘since you
are under the same sentence? We are punished
justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.
But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he
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said, Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom. Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you
the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.’

It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness
came over the whole land until the ninth hour,
for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of
the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with
a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit
my spirit’ When he had said this, he breathed
his last.

The centurion, seeing what had happened,
praised God and said, ‘Surely this was a righteous
man.’ When all the people who had gathered
to witness this sight saw what took place, they
beat their breasts and went away. But all those
who knew him, including the women who had
followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance,
watching these things.

Meditation

God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up
for us all-how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things?

Luke 23:32-49. Romans 8:32.
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Twenty-eighth Day

From death to life

There was a man named Joseph, a member of
the Council, a good and upright man, who had
not consented to their decision and action. He
came from the Judean town of Arimathea and
he was waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to
Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. Then he took it
down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it
in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no-one
had yet been laid. It was Preparation Day, and
the Sabbath was about to begin.

The women who had come with Jesus from
Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and
how his body was laid in it. Then they went
home and prepared spices and perfumes. But
they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the
commandment.

On the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found the
stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord
Jesus.

While they were wondering about this, suddenly
two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning
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stood beside them. In their fright the women
bowed down with their faces to the ground, but
the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here; he has
risen! Remember how he told you, while he was
still with you in Galilee: “The Son of Man must
be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be
crucified and on the third day be raised again.”’
Then they remembered his words.

When they came back from the tomb, they
told all these things to the Eleven and to all the
others. Peter got up and ran to the tomb.
Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying
by themselves, and he went away, wondering to
himself what had happened.

Praise

Death has been swallowed up in victory. Thanks
be to God! He gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor
any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Luke 23:50-56. Luke 24:1-9, 12.
1 Corinthians 15:54, 57. Romans 8:38-39.
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Twenty-ninth Day
‘I will be with you always’

That same day two of them were going to a
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem. They were talking with each other
about everything that had happened. Jesus
himself came up and walked along with them;
but they were kept from recognising him.

He asked them, ‘What are you discussing
together as you walk along?” One of them,
named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only
one living in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the
things that have happened there in these days?
‘What things® he asked. ‘About Jesus of
Nazareth, they replied. ‘He was a prophet,
powerful in word and deed before God and all
the people. The chief priests and our rulers
handed him over to be sentenced to death, and
they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was
the one who was going to redeem Israel. And
what is more, it is the third day since all this
took place’

He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer
these things and then enter his glory?” And
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beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.

As they approached the village to which they
were going, Jesus acted as if he were going
further. But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with
us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost
over.’ So he went in to stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give
it to them. Then their eyes were opened and
they recognised him, and he disappeared from
their sight. They asked each other, ‘Were not
our hearts burning within us while he talked
with us on the road and opened the Scriptures
to us?’

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.
There they found the Eleven and those with them,
assembled together and saying, ‘It is true! The
Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”’ Then
the two told what had happened on the way,
and how Jesus was recognised by them when
he broke the bread.

Meditation
The risen Lord Jesus said: Surely I will be with
you always, to the very end of the age.

Luke 24:13-21, 25-35. Matthew 28:20.



Thirtieth Day

The Lord Jesus returns to God his
Father

After his suffering, Jesus showed himself to these
men (the Apostles) and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them
over a period of forty days and spoke about the
kingdom of God.

On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about.
For John baptised with water, but in a few days
you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

So when they met together, they asked him,
‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: ‘It is not
for you to know the times or dates the Father
has set by his own aathority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’

After he said this, he was taken up before
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
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sight. They were looking intently up into the
sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. ‘Men of
Galilee, they said, ‘why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has
been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go
into heaven.’

Look, he is coming with the clouds,
and every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;

and all the peoples of the earth
will mourn because of him.

So shall it be! Amen.

Praise

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the firstborn
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To him who loves us and has freed us
from our sins by his blood, and has made us to
be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and
Father—to him be glory and power for ever
and ever! Amen.

Acts 1:3-11. Revelation 1:7, 5-6.
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Thirtyfirst Day
Salvation by faith in the Lord Jesus

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded
in this book. But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

To all who received him, to those who believed

in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God.

Come!
The Lord Jesus said:

Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

Whoever comes to me I will never drive away.

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will
come in and eat with him, and he with me.
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Go!
The Lord Jesus said:

Go home to your family and tell them how
much the Lord has done for you, and how he has
had mercy on you.

All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I will be with you
always, to the very end of the age.

John 20:30-31. John 1:12. Matthew 11:28-30.
John 6:37. Revelation 3:20. Mark 5:19.
Matthew 28:18-20.

The vision of the Apostle John

I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling
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of God is with men, and he will live with them.
They will be his people, and God himself will
be with them and be their God. He will wipe
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.’

He who was seated on the throne said, 1 am
making everything new!” Then he said, “Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.’

He said to me: ‘It is done. I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To
him who is thirsty I will give to drink without
cost from the spring of the water of life. He
who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be
his God and he will be my son.’

‘Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is
with me, and 1 will give to everyone according
to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning
and the End.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Revelation 21:1-7. Revelation 22:12-13, 20.
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NOTE TO READER

All the quotations in this book are taken from
the Bible, the Word of God. Read the Bible
for yourself so that God will reveal himself
to you.
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